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The CO Strike 


On the face of their record, only 
the most bigoted would call the 
average conscientious objector a 
coward. These lonely lads, whose 
sensitive consciences would not 
permit them to submit to the bus- 
iness of organized killing and regi- 
mentation of military life, have 
fought many battles in fields of 
another sort than war. As one of 
their statements summed it up 
recently: 

“We have fought forest fires, 
done parachute fire jumping, made 
surveys of watershed conditions, 
served as human guinea pigs in 
malaria exper'ments, starvation 
experiments, nutrition experiments, 
fatigue experiments, jaundice ex- 
periments, altitude experiments, 
pneumonia experiments; worked in 
mental hospitals, drained swamps, 
dug ditches, strung telephone lines. 
We have received commendations 
from foresters, scientists, soil con- 
servation men, doctors and others 
under whom we have served. Now 
we wish to protest against un- 
democratic treatment of ourselves. 
We are concerned lest the way we 
have been treated may become a 
precedent for the treatment of 
others less able to defend them- 
selves than we are.” 

The point of this young man’s 
plea is that 200 of these youths 
have been on strike against their 
CPS authorities for several weeks 
over issues fully guaranteed them 
by their constitutional rights. They 
feel that they should be demobil- 
ized as the fighting services are 
demobilized; whereas CPS is only 
42 per cent demobilized compared 
to the Army 81 per cent demobili- 
zation. They ask wages for their 
work, compensation for injuries 
and allotments for dependents, and 
they urge that they be given tasks 
which approximately fit their abili- 
ties. 

Six of the conscientious objec- 
tor strikers in the Glendora, Cali- 
fornia, camp, are under arrest and 
face heavy fines and imprison- 
ment if convicted, 

One’s attitude toward this ques- 
tion is not hinged on views of 
pacifism, but on the fundamental 
principles of human rights—a field 
of action where many CO’s have 
served with great distinction. 


Skew GREATEST SHORTAGE in this world of scarcity is the 
shortage of moral and spiritual leadership. Are you one of those 
who fail to realize how important in the most realistic terms moral 
and spiritual leadership is? Then reflect on this: Last fall, practically 
all food and relief authorities knew that, even though the war was 
over, the awful conditions of famine now prevailing over three- 
fourths of the earth were coming. Yet the administration was fearful 
that, if it didn’t ease nearly all government controls on food, Repub- 
lican opposition would fill the air with charges that the Democratic 
administration planned to make war controls a permanent government 
policy. And this political fear was justified, for Republican leadership 
has been doing that very thing in every possible instance. A parallel 
situation existed in England between the Laborites and the Tories. 
So world famine came. Millions are now dying. We knew fam- 
ine was coming, bringing with it the desperate and dangerous chaos 
widespread hunger always brings. But in the choice between saving 
the children or saving the votes, our political leadership in both par- 
ties gave first choice to the votes. Think on this if you stand in line to 
buy bread, and pray that God will give us men who are not afraid. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


AR! An unpleasant but hard fact is that war with Russia is 

accepted now in official circles as inevitable. It will come in 
eight to twelve years, when the present fantastic evolution of military 
weapons has reached a point of stabilization. 

The war will be strictly United States vs the Soviet. Neither the 
United States nor Russian military are concerned much about what 
Britain, France, Spain and others can contribute. For all her magnifi- 
cent courage, all Britain had in the last war was a fleet, an island ait 
base off Europe and a relatively small fighting force. All this is 
obsolete for World War I1I—an intercontinental war which will be 
fought through the air over vast distances. 

Yet this coming United States-Soviet war will ACTUALLY be 
over Britain and British interests, with the rich imperial holdings of 
the French and Dutch thrown in. Little of this is allowed to reach the 
American public. Our entire financial and industrial structure,—bank- 
ing, shipping, steel, oil, tin, chemicals, rubber, etc..—at every place 
you touch it, is inseparably bound up and interwoven with the London, 
Dutch and French interests. That is the world capitalistic system in 
one sentence. 

This world capitalistic system is not a bad thing in itself. There 
is more of enlightenment, justice, human rights and democratic free- 
dom under this system than under the state collectivism of the Soviet. 
Yet, on the other hand, there is still so much exploitation, racial op- 
pression, aristocratic despotism and class suppression under the Wall 
Street-London-Dutch-French world capitalism that the Moscow politi- 
cal tyranny, with its absolute racial equality and economic socializa- 
tion, has tremendous appeal to the yellow, brown and black men of 
the earth. 

The press and radio of the capitalistic world are largely bound 
in a conspiracy of silence to prevent the common people from realiz- 

(continued on next page) 


Warrior’s View 


As we have reported in the past, 
General Douglas MacArthur has 
been weathering a vicious cam- 
paign on the part of the London- 
Wall Street big business cliques 
to have him removed from his 
command in Japan. The reasons 
for this effort to oust him burst 
into public view recently through 
a widely read article in the Sat- 
urday Evening Post, written by 
The Post’s foreign editor, Martin 
Sommers. 

Mr. Sommers flew to Tokyo to 
interview General MacArthur and 
he reported that, far from endors- 
ing the usual military glorification 
of huge standing armies, conscrip- 
tion, spheres of influence, security 
zones and harsh occupation poli- 
cies, the Allied commander made 
out a real case for the renuncia- 
tion of war, the abolition of im- 
perialism and for an occupation 
program of tolerance and under- 
standing that would work toward 
the democratization of conquered 
peoples, 

“General MacArthur believes,” 
wrote the Post reporter, “that 
World War II proved once and for 
all that war is a failure. The win- 
ner loses—the British Empire was 
desperately enfeebled, a large part 
of Russia was ravaged and gutted, 
we were ruthlessly drained of prec- 
ious resources. ... The loser is 
destroyed—Germany, Japan, and 
Italy are prostrate mendicants. 

“A World War III would de- 
stroy all civilization as we know 
it, to a degree almost beyond im- 
agining ... The colonial system 
has had its day; it is now obso- 
lete, and the sooner the colonial 
powers realize this and accept the 
situation gracefully, the better 
for all concerned. Officers at Mac- 
Arthur’s headquarters literally 
get red with anger when they read 
of Japanese troops and American 
lend-lease armor’. being used 
against the people of Indo-China, 
the little people we in America 
promised to liberate under the 
Four Freedoms and the Atlantic 
Charter.” : 

Bold lies have fooled the Amer- 
ican public on this, and MacAr- 
thur denounces such tactics. Som- 
mers’ article continued: 


(Continued on next page) 





Warrior’s Views 
(Continued) 


“The Genera] believes that the 
press, right now, ought to quit 
making heroes of generals and ad- 
mirals as the first step in’ doing 
its job. The press of the world, 
too, ought to quit glorifying war 
in general, 

“He feels that the business of 
making heroes of generals and 
admirals and glorifying war has 
a lot to do with influencing pub- 
lic opinion to accept war. To de- 
lionize the generals and admirals 
and to deglorify war is a job the 
press can tackle right now.” 

American Christian laymen 
should be gratefu] for MacArthur 
in this hour of such tragically 
mediocre leadership in most of 
American national affairs. 


Book Burning 


Occupation officials — Russian, 
English, French and American— 
have ordered the destruction of 
all] books in Germany which glor- 
ify Nazism and militarism. The 
New York Times says that the 
bonfire wil] consume books in the 
“billions.” It is admitted that 
many books will be burned on 
hearsay, without first having been 
subjected to a thorough study 
and authoritative judgment. 

A previous order, not yet with- 
drawn as far as can be ascertain- 
ed in this country, prohibits Ger- 
mans from rowing boats, skiing 
or indulging in any organized 
sports. Do you think that all this 
will create belief and trust in de- 
mocracy in the millions of young 
people who were babies when Hit- 
ler came to power and who have 
themselves been victims of 
Nazism? Nazi books could best 
be quietly carted off and disposed 
of when the volumes had long 
been ignored and forgotten by 
young people whose minds were 
filled with happier, better things. 
Will apeing Nazism defeat it? 


Rice 

When the nationalist leaders 
of Indonesia, several weeks ago, 
offered to send 500,000 tons of 
rice to India to help prevent fam- 
ine there, the offer was ignored 
by the Dutch who called it mere 
propaganda. And this occurred 
in spite of the fact that negotia- 
tions between Indian leaders and 
the Indonesians continue and that 
the rice is available now for ship- 
ment. 


Empire and Tomorrow 
In Asia 

Great importance should be at- 
tached to the new unity being 
manifest in the Moslem world. 
The several pan-Islamic confer- 
ences and the recent gathering of 
the Near East political and re- 
ligious rulers in Cairo mean the 
end of the old days of Christian 
domination of broken Moslem 
states. For centuries the French 
and British have controlled these 
areas, and have done with them 
and their resources as they desir- 
ed. The Palestinian issue, the 
weakening of the British Empire 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (con:inued) 


ing this enormously important point. Thus the average citizen is 
often puzzled and astonished at the success of Soviet maneuvers and 
at the apparent sudden explosive changes in certain areas of the world. 
Britain’s haste in getting out of India, for instance. India’s masses, 
while quick to resist any attempt to replace British rule with Russian 
rule, are extremely pro-Soviet in attitude (except for the British- 
fostered new Indian industrial aristocracy) and would jump at the 
chance of a Russian alliance to drive the British out of the entire 
mid-Asian area. 

The weakness of the capitalistic position is that, while we possess 
democratic freedom at our home bases in the United States, England, 
Holland and France, when we go beyond the home base our democ- 
racy becomes an increasing sham. Our official voices and the press and 
radio justifiably point out the injustices and oppression of the Soviet 
forces in Poland, Rumania and Iran, but they gloss over identical con- 
ditions existing in India, Indonesia, Indo-China, Africa and elsewhere. 
We see a play up of Stalin and Molotov tipping vodka glasses at a 
fourteen course banquet in Moscow while babies die in Bulgaria, but 
we are not allowed to know that, when it was in his power to avert 
widespread suffering, Churchill snapped his fingers at desperate appeals 
from missionaries to start measures to meet the approaching famine. 

We never heard that, but many millions of yellow and brown 
men are familiar with the propaganda that “one Churchill cigar will 
keep a baby alive a month.” (He smokes six to eight a day, made to 
his special order at nearly $1.00 apiece.) The great Englishman is 
certainly entitled to his personal pleasures, but his successors, the 
Laborites, were the first to realize the grave danger that the old, hide- 
bound imperial policies were bringing to Britain. That is why the 
Laborites were elected by the aroused common people of England, 
and why Churchill was booted out at what was in reality the pinnacle 
of his glory. 

The hope now is that the progressive policies of the new London 
government will be able to move fast enough and achieve results soon 
enough to prevent the Soviet from gaining the emotional and political 
leadership of Asia’s millions. But will the Laborite government be 
able sufficiently to influence the French imperialists in Indo-China, in 
the Near East and in Africa, and the Dutch in their wide colonial hold- 
ings? Also, will the Laborites hold their own at home? The new 
London government cannot survive without cooperation from their 
own Tories and Wall Street, but the Tories and Wall Street are doing 
all they dare to assure the failure of the Laborites. Their aim is to see 
that the middle ground socialization policies are discredited before 
they spread to America, and that the reins of control again be placed 
safely and completely in the hands of the managers and owners of the 
world capitalistic system. 

The moves toward war are very real. The United States is rapid- 
ly completing plans for new, long-range bombers and guided missiles 
carrying atomic weapons. New giant submarines and aircraft carriers 
are in blueprint now. Secret construction will soon begin. We are 
making detailed surveys of the probable battle grounds . . . centering 
along the 65th parallel near the Arctic Circle and continuing over the 
North Pole as far as the 36th parallel on the Russian side. The whole 
new war philosophy is geared to instant attack. There will be no time 
for the slow preparation of 1939 to 1942. Special committees working 
under the direction of the Army and Navy are now making a careful 
survey of United States caves and caverns (of which we fortunately 
have many), which will figure very importantly in America’s life in 
the future. 

All possible data on such natural resources in Russia are being 
gathered. Great tenseness exists between the United States and the 
Soviet over the use of Germany’s still vast industrial equipment. We 
are accusing the Russians of removing to the Soviet most of the 
machinery now in Soviet-occupied zones, or of reorganizing it along 
communist lines for the Soviet’s benefit. Moscow is accusing us, with 
the British, of reorganizing the plants in our German zones for full 
scale war production. Both accusations are true. There is very little 
denial in Washington of the fact that the United States military forces 
in China are giving considerable aid in equipment, munitions and sup- 
plies to the Chinese national forces in their intermittant war against 
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Empire and Tomorrow 
(Continued) 


hold on the world, have brought 
new unity of Moslem power to 
the foreground in swift strides. 
The world will soon have to con- 
sider more than one hundred mil- 
lion closely knit Moslems in any 
of its plans. 


In Africa 

The next great colonial devel- 
opment will come in Africa. Grow- 
ing nationalism and _ increasing 
enlightenment of large bodies of 
Asiatic people have ended the 
generations of Empire in the far 
eastern areas. The British and 
French are awakening to the fact 
that Africa, with its vast unde- 
veloped resources, does not pos- 
sess large masses of people capa- 
ble of immediate nationa] asp ra- 
tions. Aside from the South Afri- 
can Union, the whole continent 
is but thinly populated by tribal 
groups. The surrender of empire 
in Asia will be accompanied by a 
tightening of imperial holdings in 
Africa. Russia’s prodding interest 
in African trusteeships is further 
recognition of this development. 


Religious Prejudice 


The Commonweal is the leading 
Catholic lay publication of Amer- 
ica and is noted for its clear, 
courageous, progressive thought. 
It often brings down upon its 
head the wrath of the Catholic 
hierarchy. 

A remarkable article recently 
appeared in this publication. En- 
titled “On Prejudice,” it was writ- 
ten by the Rev. Leo J. Trese of 
St. Patrick’s Church, Carleton, 
Michigan, and offered construc- 
tive, but firm, criticism of pres- 
ent-day American Catholic big- 
otry as related to Protestantism 
in America, 

“We no longer answer our crit- 
ics in Christian fashion,’ wrote 
Father Trese. “We have become 
so self-satisfied that we can no 
longer conceive of an opponent 
being honest in his fear of us, 
sincere in his suspicion of us. 
When Methodist Bishop Oxnam 
says that the Catholic Church in 
principle is opposed to the sepa- 
ration of church and state (which 
happens to be true), we answer 
him by saying that he doesn’t be- 
lieve in the divinity of Christ. We 
have come a long way from the 
‘soft answer’ of the Scriptures.... 

“Ours is a warped psychology. 
In the early church (as today in 
missionary lands) every unbeliev- 
er was looked upon as a poten- 
tial convert. Here and now, every- 
one who dares to disagree is 
looked upon as a potential] en- 
omy... 

“We go out of our way to em- 
phasize our difference, our supe- 
riority. It sometimes seems that 
we deliberately make the Catho- 
lic faith as unattractive as possi- 
ble to outsiders; we camouflage 
the barrier until it looks far 


higher than it is. These things we 
need: a spirit of humility that will 
recognize our own persona] and 
evident shortcomings as _ Chris- 
tians; that will recognize too that 


(continued on next page) 





Religious Prejudice 
(Continued) 


our critics, our opponents, even 
our enemies may possibly be sin- 
cere; a spirit of kindly and gentle 
friendliness that will place the 
emphasis on the third word when 
we speak of ‘our separated breth- 
ren,’ ” 

The bishop’s axe may fall on 
this young priest’s neck, but he 
has served the cause of Christian- 
ity in a very fine way. 


Laborite Program 


Fresh reports from England 
tabulate what the Laborites will 
be doing in the coming months. 
Many of these government proj- 
ects wil] have great influence on 
affairs in America. A social se- 
curity program is planned which 
is more revolutionary even than 
that of Beveridge. This plan will 
eliminate reliance on private in- 
surance firms. Related to social 
security, is a health plan, social- 
izing medicine. A _ long-range 
housing program has been out- 
lined, and the state is now ac- 
quiring hundreds of thousands of 
home sites and buildings. Ten 
model cities will be built on the 
outskirts of London, ‘The Bank of 
England is being nationalized, as 
are railroads, buses, aviation, 
canals, coal, electric light and 
power. An investment control bill 
will direct capital into socially 
useful channels. 


Loan 


On the matter of the American- 
British loan, it is interesting to 
learn that there is strong oppo- 
sition to the loan in certain quar- 
ters in London. Many Socialist 
economists suggest that Britain 
be kept independent of the Unit- 
ed States’ economic position, and 
they predict for America a period 
of unfettered speculation and 
boom, followed in four or five 
years by a severe crash and de- 
pression. They point out that if, 
through the loan, Britain is tied 
to the United States’ financial 
condition, Britain, too, would be 
smashed. 


Warning Signs 

Economic experts serving large 
financial and industria] interests 
are not talking in boom terms for 
the future, as they did formerly. 
Apparently the crest of the wave 
of prosperity has come and the 
trained observers are pointing out 
that: 

A pounding down of wages in 
small non-union businesses has 
begun. 

Many veterans, 
with families, 
ployment. 

Out-of-town department store 
buyers are no longer gratefully 
taking any inferior products New 
York distributors offer; they are 
again becoming selective about 
the merchandise they buy. 

For the first time in several 
years, business failures are in- 
creasing, 

Radio advertising has slumped 
and advertising agencies are cut- 

(continued in third column) 


including men 
cannot find em- 


In the Non-Christian World 

















No amount of glossing-over and official propaganda will remove the fact 
that the western world has lost its grip over the masses of Asia. America’s 
victory over Japan does not redeem the ignominy and blindness which 
characterized the white man’s retreat. The yellow and brown men also 
sense the meaning of Russia’s renewed kinship with the peoples of the 
Orient. The Asiatics realize that attempts to reestablish the old systems of 
exploitation over them by the privileged few who held that power before 
will eventually lead to World War Il,—a war that would certainly end 
western civilization no matter what it did to the East. Only the gospel of 
love, and the Christian missionary who brought it, stand unbroken and 
untarnished in the wreckage of the white supremacy. 





X-Ray and Foreeast continued ) 


the Chinese communists. In addition, both the Soviet and the United 
States are negotiating for bases all over the world. 
Now all of that is the realistic, darker side of the picture. But it 


is the view that is being taken earnestly and factually in Washington 
inner circles. 


He. But here is the hopeful side—and it presents great chal- 

lenge to the Christian layman’s mind. All are aware and all 
admit that another war will end with Russia, Europe and America 
devastated, that little of our democratic civilization will survive. Hence 
there is realization that no one will benefit from a war, although busi- 
ness made great profits in World War II and will make big profits no 
doubt in preparing for World War III. But all gains, all good things 
will be wiped out once another war starts. This clear knowledge of 
war's awful deception and futility is a new thing in national conscious- 
ness. While men lay plans for war, they are also earnestly casting about 
for an alternate path leading away from destruction. It is this which 
gives the progressive policies of the British Laborites their chance to 
change things in the world of empire. It is this which is rapidly forc- 
ing new viewpoints, new attitudes upon men in the democratic world, 
—attitudes which will, we can pray, bring change quickly enough 
that the moral force of the world will be on our side, as it is not now 
and cannot be until these changes come. 

In other words, if our world capitalistic system becomes Christian 
enough in its attitudes and practices, and becomes Christian soon 
enough, we can draw the whole world of little people and minor 
nations into sympathetic association with us, 

All admit that the Soviet leaders are keen, able men. Nurtured in 
the cruelties of an old world tyranny, and matured in the violence and 
extremes of a revolution that could not break forth gently from these 
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Warning Signs 
(Continued) 
ting down on their various staffs. 

Magazine sales are decreasing. 

Radio sets remain unpurchased 
in New York stores. 

Truck tires in some cities are 
so plentiful they are selling at a 
discount. 

One dealer in electric hot wa- 
ter heaters in Philadelphia _ re- 
ported that he had 1,500 “orders” 
on his books for heaters, but that 
he had to call 500 of these people 
to sell the first 35 heaters deliv- 
ered to him. 

It has also been pointed out 
that a number of fires occur just 
before business begins slipping. 
According to a National Board 
of Fire Underwriters report, such 
fires are increasing in number and 
the fire loss this year is expected 
to be the largest in history. 


KKK Opposition 


Government 


The long-predicted post-war 
waves of intolerance are moving 
throughout America. The revival 
of the Ku Klux Klan, both North 
and South, indicates a growth of 
racial violence in many areas. In 
some Southern states, politicians 
are boldly championing the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

Federal authorities in the South 
(the Treasury Department, Ds- 
partment of Justice and FBI) are 
cracking down on the _ revived 
KKK through income tax eva- 
sions. The United States govern- 
ment filed a tax lien in the state 
courts against the Klan for $685,- 
305, representing unpaid income 
taxes dating back to 1921. 


Church 


Governor Ellis Arnall, of Geor- 
gia, revoked the Klan’s charter— 
following the example set by Ca- 
lifornia—after Atlanta ministers 
denounced the secret organiza- 
tions from the pulpits of more 
than 20 churches. The Klan’s 
headquarters are located in At- 
lanta. 


Labor Unions 


The CIO is carrying on an anti- 
Ku Klux Klan campaign among 
Negroes, Jews and other minority 
groups to encourage them to real- 
ize that the CIO offers them the 
only mass oganization by which 
their rights can be defended with 
power, With the Klan setting the 
example in hatred and violence, it 
is safe to predict that the hooded 
gentry are going to be met on 
many occasions with unexpected 
and well-coached resistance. 


Nickel Monopoly 


A “super” nickel cartel has 
been regulating nickel production 
and prices, charged the Depart- 
ment of Justice recently. Accord- 
ing to evidence brought out in a 
Federal court, the International 
Nicke] Company of Canada and 
its American subsidiary, Interna- 
tional Nickel Company, Inc., have 
long been violating anti-trust laws 
to maintain world contro] of 
nickel. The Justice Department 
also charges that the nickel car- 

(Continued on next page) 








Nickel Monopoly 
(Continued) 


tel was instrumental, through the 
German I. G. Farbenindustrie, in 
arming Germany for World War 
i. 

These charges were expected to 
have been made some time ago, 
but the powerful groups behind 
the nicke] monopoly were able to 
exert pressure to have the lawsuit 
delayed, These groups have been 
spending large sums on propa- 
ganda and advertising to build 
public good will for the great 
nickel interests to offset the ad- 
verse publicity the government 
action would bring. 

The American Morgan inter- 
ests, through United States Steel, 
control about 40 per cent of In- 
ternational Nickel stock. The 
British Imperia] Chemical Indus- 
tries, Ltd., control much of the 
rest of the stock, with the Brit- 
ish government owning a large 
slice. Although the nickel com- 
pany is a Canadian company, only 
20 per cent of the stock is owned 
by any Canadian group. 

The Senate Monopoly Investi- 
gating Committee, which gave 
considerable attention to the 
nickel industry a few years ago, 
said that the combine was even 
more effective than a cartel in 
limiting production and maintain- 
ing large profits. A system of 
“interlocking” directorates ties in 
International Nicke] with big 
corporations and banks such as 
the Chase National Bank of New 
York, Genera] Electric Com- 
pany, United States Steel and Ca- 
nadian Pacific Railways. 


Monopoly on Aids 


Very few newspapers carried 
the report of the conviction of 
artificial limb manufacturers for 
unlawful monopoly and restraint 
of trade by throttling improve- 
ment of devices to aid the crip- 
pled and infirm. Seventy-one ar- 
tificial limb companies and execu- 
tives were found guilty of sup- 
pressing improvements and of 
holding up veterans and others on 
prices. The companies and indi- 
viduals were fined from $500 to 
$3,000 and, in order to maintain 
a check, the court ruled that half 
of the fines was to be suspended 
on condition that production of 
artificial aids hereafter comply 
with a fair practice code drawn 
up by the Federa] Trade Commis- 
sion. 

One witness indicated the ex- 
tent of corrupt practices by re- 
vealing that the companies had 
refused to sell parts to repair the 
artificial limbs of children at the 
Pennsylvania State Hospital for 
Crippled Ch:Idren. 


Shipping Investigation 


Three congressmen, Ploeser of 
Missouri, Wigglesworth of Massa- 
chusetts, and Aiken of Vermont, 
are demanding an_ investigation 
of the war record of the Maritime 
Commission and War Shipping 
Administration which supervised 
the operation of merchant ships 


(continued in third column) 





X-Ray and Forecast (con:inued) 
tyrannies, they are hard and brutally realistic men. But they are 
intelligent and capable. They know that they could not keep the 
Russian people from realizing it should the surrounding world change 
from a strict selfish capitalism to a new friendly system of tolerant 
sharing that befriended all the little people on the earth. We do face 
the problem of controlled thinking in the Soviet’s severe one-party 
system, but the “break through” of this new spirit can be and must be 
made. Such a spirit can come far more easily and at far less cost than 
can the breaking through of the Russian defense system with atom 
bombs and millions of men. 

The alternative to war with Russia is a spiritual achievement. It 
will be difficult to bring about, but there is no other choice. The Chris- 
tian leaders and Christian laymen of the world face perhaps the 
greatest challenge in human history. How will we meet it? 


HE CHOICE. In all the above, there must be no overlooking of 

the fact that the totalitarian one-party system of Russia is the anti- 
thesis of American democratic ideals. But so was Tzarism—out of 
which communism inevitably arose. We have the choice of two view- 
points on this. The first view, that we must go to war with Russia to 
wipe out this political philosophy which is so inharmonious with our 
democracy, is being forced upon us by all the power of modern pro- 
paganda. Every book that is written, every report showing how totali- 
tarian and cruelly undemocratic the Soviet government is, is being 
waved before us in the most forceful manner. 

Here the great world capitalistic interests join ranks with the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. Cardinal Spellman and other leading 
Catholic voices are constantly crying into the American ear upon this 
theme. The Vatican is desperately afraid of the Soviet power in 
Europe and wants war with Russia NOW. And that means, of course, 
that Vatican policy must do all in its power to bring America to that 
viewpoint speedily. Both big business and the Catholic Church are 
making a major propaganda weapon of the best seller book, “I Chose 
Freedom,” by Victor Kravchenko, the Soviet commissar in Washington 
who deserted his government. But the propaganda use of this book 
brazenly ignores the main point that Kravchenko makes: That the 
way to solve the Russian problem is not through a reactionary semi- 
religious war against Russia, but by building genuine social democra- 
cies in the world around Russia, 

The second choice open to us, which we believe is the more 
Christian viewpoint, is to realize that communism in Russia is a prob- 
lem of Russian history. For centuries the Russian people have lived 
under different tyrannies without ever knowing democracy, and they 
must be given a chance to come to it slowly and surely as great changes 
in history always come. The Russian revolution is still young—in 25 
years great changes have already occurred. Real communism has ceased 
to exist in the Soviet; it has given way to state collectivism. Twenty- 
five years more will see many other changes. There are millions of 
evangelical Christians in Russia, as well as tens of millions of Orthodox 
Catholic Christians, a fact the Church of Rome studiously refuses to 
recognize. With the return of considerable religious freedom in Russia, 
the Christian forces are going to be increasingly potent in influencing 
Russian policies. God never fails to work through His people in shap- 
ing the movements of history. 

Our choice, then, is this: will we allow ourselves to be coerced 
into a war with Russia, hurling twenty millions of our youth into a 
widening cauldron of blood and destruction, or will we be strong, 
patient, understanding, watchful—giving the great common people of 
Russia a chance, giving history a chance, giving God a chance? 


“THOUGHT AND THE ATOM. While diplomats and political 
leaders continue to fiddle the old tunes, the most eminent world 

scientists are making increasing efforts to warn the world of an atomic 
doom. Dr. Albert Einstein has revealed that he and a group of scien- 
tists have formed an Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists whose 
chief task will be to warn the world of a drift toward unparalleled 
catastrophe as a result of atomic weapons. 

Dr. Einstein said: 

“Our world faces a crisis as yet unperceived by those possessing 
power to make great decisions for good or evil,” and he added that a 
new type of thinking is essential if mankind is to survive. 








Shipping Investigation 
(Continued) 


and managed their construction. 
Both groups were dominated by 
big shipping and stee] interests 
in America. 

“I have never witnessed a 
greater mess than that in the War 
Shipping Administration,” said 
Ploeser, “There is a lack of ac- 
counting for over $5,800,000,000 
of the money expended, the most 
disgraceful thing that ever oc- 
curred in the history of this na- 
tion. They just simply did not 
keep books.” 

And Representative Wiggles- 
worth supported this statement by 
saying, “Year after year I have 
stood on the floor of this House 
and called attention to gross 
waste of the people’s money 
through excessive purchase prices, 
excessive charter hire, insurance 
payments, and allowances for ves- 
sels traded in.” 


Shampoo Claims False 


Falling hair is bound to fall in 
spite of all the Fitch and Kreml 
advertising assurances. The Fed- 
eral Trade Commission has in- 
vestigated the claims of these 
hair tonic and shampoo compa- 
nies and has discovered that they 
are false. Fitch Shampoo will not 
save hair, said the commission, 
nor is Fitch good for the baby’s 
hair, “Its use on babies’ scalps,” 
said the FTC, “may cause se- 
rious irritation.” 

Besides demanding that the 
Krem] manufacturers cease mak- 
ing false claims for their prod- 
uct, the FTC ordered them to stop 
preventing the sale of other prod- 
ucts by examining the delivery 
trucks of jobbers and distributors 
to see that they do not carry com- 
peting hair tonics. 


Expose 


If you want to get a good view 
of the polite, suave racketeering 
in big corporation advertising, 
you can find it in the new novel, 
“The Hucksters,” by Frederic 
Wakeman, published by Rinehart 
and Company, $2.50. This book 
takes the lid off the behind-the- 
scenes methods in selling, and 
was written by an _  advertis- 
ing man who worked with the 
biggest advertising companies. 


Government Strikers 


Communists are getting control 
of the new United Public Workers 
of the CIO. This union is going to 
cause trouble. The communist 
minority is emphasizing as a basic 
principle the right to strike against 
the government. Government heads 
and President Truman have reit- 
erated President Roosevelt’s posi- 
tion that it would be unthinkable 
and intolerable for government 
employees to strike. 

This is what is behind govern- 
ment uncertainty and reluctance 
to take over American industries. 
If workers in government-con- 
trolled organizations refused to 
work, the precedence of not strik- 
ing against the government would 
be broken. 





